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EU completes preparations for possible no deal scenario 
Brexit preparedness

Brussels , 25.03.2019, 17:19 Time

USPA NEWS - Brexit preparedness: EU completes preparations for possible “no-deal“� scenario on 12 April

As it is increasingly likely that the United Kingdom will leave the European Union without a deal on 12 April, the European Commission
has today completed its “no-deal“� preparations.

At the same time, it continues supporting administrations in their own preparations and urges all EU citizens and businesses to
continue informing themselves about the consequences of a possible “no-deal“� scenario and to complete their no-deal
preparedness. This follows the European Council (Article 50) conclusions last week calling for work to be continued on preparedness
and contingency. While a “no-deal“� scenario is not desirable, the EU is prepared for it.

Following a request by Prime Minister Theresa May, the European Council (Article 50) agreed on Thursday 21 March to extend the
UK's departure date to 22 May 2019, provided the Withdrawal Agreement is approved by the House of Commons by 29 March 2019
at the latest. If the Withdrawal Agreement is not approved by the House of Commons by then, the European Council has agreed to an
extension until 12 April 2019. In that scenario, the United Kingdom would be expected to indicate a way forward before this date.

While the European Union continues to hope that it will not be the case, this means that if the Withdrawal Agreement is not ratified by
Friday 29 March, a “no-deal“� scenario may occur on 12 April. The EU has prepared for this scenario and has remained united
throughout its preparations. It is now important that everyone is ready for and aware of the practical consequences a “no-deal“�
scenario brings.

A “no-deal“� scenario

In a “no-deal“� scenario, the UK will become a third country without any transitionary arrangements. All EU primary and secondary
law will cease to apply to the UK from that moment onwards. There will be no transition period, as provided for in the Withdrawal
Agreement. This will obviously cause significant disruption for citizens and businesses. 

In such a scenario, the UK's relations with the EU would be governed by general international public law, including rules of the World
Trade Organisation. The EU will be required to immediately apply its rules and tariffs at its borders with the UK. This includes checks
and controls for customs, sanitary and phytosanitary standards and verification of compliance with EU norms. Despite the
considerable preparations of the Member States' customs authorities, these controls could cause significant delays at the border. UK
entities would also cease to be eligible to receive EU grants and to participate in EU procurement procedures under current terms.

Similarly, UK citizens will no longer be citizens of the European Union. They will be subject to additional checks when crossing borders
into the European Union. Again, Member States have made considerable preparations at ports and airports to ensure that these
checks are done as efficiently as possible, but they may nevertheless cause delays. 

The EU's “no-deal“� preparedness and contingency work

Since December 2017, the European Commission has been preparing for a “no-deal“� scenario. It has published 90 preparedness
notices, 3 Commission Communications, and has made 19 legislative proposals.

The Commission has held extensive technical discussions with the EU27 Member States both on general issues of preparedness and
contingency work and on specific sectorial, legal and administrative preparedness issues. The Commission has now also completed
its tour of the capitals of the 27 EU Member States. The aim of these visits was to provide any necessary clarifications on the
Commission's preparedness and contingency action and to discuss national preparations and contingency plans. The visits showed a
high degree of preparation by Member States for all scenarios.
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