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EU-UK: MEPs still in favour of agreement
Ready for no-deal preparations

Brussels , 18.12.2020, 15:45 Time

USPA NEWS - "We want to balance rights and obligations, and reciprocity. Nothing more, nothing less", said Michel Barnier in
Friday's debate

Parliament hopes for an agreement on the future relationship between the EU and the UK, but needs time for scrutiny, stressed MEPs
in a debate on Friday.

During the debate with Commission Vice-President MaroÅ¡ Å efÄ�oviÄ� and EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier, almost all speakers
stressed that the Parliament prefers to sign a deal with the UK, but not at the cost of endangering the integrity of the single market.

They welcomed Friday´s upcoming vote on contingency measures in preparation for a possible no-deal scenario. Speakers
emphasised that the deal the EU proposed is unprecedented in its scope and its offer of no tariffs and quotas, but in exchange the UK
needs to respect fair competition rules. The too short deadline for the negotiation of such an unprecedented deal was set by the UK,
they recalled. Echoing chief EU negotiator Michel Barnier, MEPs called for the EU´s fishing fleet to be given unfettered access to UK
waters.

Several MEPs welcomed Thursday´s sealing of a deal that guarantees, among others, citizens´ rights and peace on the island of
Ireland. They also reiterated that, should an agreement come after the 20 December deadline set by the political group leaders on
Thursday, the Parliament is not going to be able to thoroughly scrutinize the deal and decide on consent for it to enter into force on 1
January 2021.
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